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International Center for Enterprise Preparedness (INTERCEP) 

A Hurricane Season Update 

Web Forum 

On Tuesday, August 21, 2018, Bryan Norcross, Hurricane Specialist at The Weather Channel, provided 

an update on this year’s hurricane season. This update was a follow-up to Bryan Norcross’s web forum 

held earlier in the year (May 15, 2018) when the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) produced the first Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook.  

 

Introduction 

There is an unusual situation going on this August, as strong hurricane Lane is heading toward Hawaii 

and has a possibility of affecting the whole state. Hawaii rarely gets hit by a strong hurricane. There is 

currently a lot of uncertainty about the interaction between the hurricane and the mountains, as well as 

the potential for mudslides and other impacts. So that is a storm to keep an eye on.  

The heart of hurricane season begins in the middle of August, we consider the peak of hurricane season 

to run from August 20 to October 20.  Most of the worst storms take place during this period. Historical 

data suggests that the most likely date for a named storm to exist in the Atlantic Ocean is September 

10th.   

At this point five storms have been named. Most of them have not been caused by typical processes, 

they are more northern storms, and two hurricanes developed but without real threats.  

The amount of tropical energy so far seems to be about normal so far this season. Historically, most of 

the strongest storms start near Africa where they have time to develop before they reach the U.S.  

This year the water temperature in unusually cool in the tropical Atlantic, which is likely to lessen the 

number/strength of storms. There is also an El Niño trying to develop in the tropical Pacific and this 

phenomenon tends to squash storms in the Atlantic. This also lessens the chances of a storm. That 

maybe good news for rain in California later in the year.  

El Niño tends to produce hostile upper winds in the Caribbean and towards Africa, and next week there 

is more unfavorable conditions for the development of significant tropical storms and hurricanes. So 

water temperatures and atmospheric conditions are currently unfavorable to the formation of tropical 

storms and hurricanes.  

The models indicate there are favorable upper winds around Florida, so if storms develop in this area, 

there will be less time to react. 

NOAA published its Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook update on August 9. Figure 1 summarizes the 

results. It suggests there is a 90% chance of normal to below normal hurricane season. We’ve already 
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had 5 named storms, so we can expect 4-8 more named storms. These numbers are drastically less than 

what we have seen recently.  

The average number of named storms is 12. But of course it only takes one storm to cause a lot of 

damage. However, it won’t be a season with as many storms as last year.  

 

Figure 1. NOAA 2018 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook – August 9 Update 

 
Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

 

Additional Resources: 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – National Hurricane Center: 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/ 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – National Hurricane Center - Potential Storm 

Surge Flooding Map: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/surge/inundation/ 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – National Hurricane Center - Prototype Storm 

Surge Watch/Warning Graphic: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/experimental/surgewarning/ 

 Bryan Norcross, 2017. My Hurricane Andrew Story: The story behind the preparation, the terror, the 

resilience, and the renowned TV coverage of the Great Hurricane of 1992.  
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